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Earnings rise 


Final estimates for November 1990 show an increase in avcrage Week's 
ordinary time earnings of 2.7 per cent for full-time adults to $ 
from $541.00 in Augeust 1990 
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The increase in ordinary time earnings tor h 
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Average weekly total earnings tor ht 


26 per cent to $590.60, an annual increase of 6.6 per cel f mpar 
with November 1989 
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The March 1991 labour force survey confirmed a further veak 


the labour market. There were significant tals in emy lovment, ar 
labour force participation, and a sharp rise in une mployment, com] 
with the February seasonally adjusted estimates 


Full-time and part-time employment for both mates and fe 
: 


March. The resulting fall in total employment was t 
bv the monthly labour force survey since it began 


large rise in unemployment was mainly due to a7 


number of males looking for full-time work 


The March 1991 seasonally adjusted estimate of ernployed persons ! 
by 82.400 to 7,710,100. For males, full-time employment tell by 36,40 


full-time empioym 


and part-time employment fell by 11.600 Female fu 
fell by 21,200 and female part-time employment fell by 13,100 


The seasonally adjusted estimate of unemploved persons rose by 3880 
to 777.100 in March 1991. An increase of 32,900 in the numb'r of males 
seeking full-time work was the main component 
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Re-financing boosts January 
business finance 


MONTHLY RETAIL TURNOVER 
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Retail trend remains weak 


Tren. estimates of retail turnover continue to indicate weak growth 
The average increase at current prices for the three months ended 
February is 0.2 per cent per moth, the same as the average monthly 
increase over the last year. The annual increase (February 1991 over 
February 1990) is now 2.8 per cent 


Grocers, confectioners and tobacconists, and clothing and fabric stores 
are showing moderate to strong growth over the past three months. The 
three monthly average increase for the clothing industry is significantly 
higher than the twelve month average 


Department stores have shown virtually no growth over the last three 
months. Hotels, liquor stores and licensed clubs are still in decline 


RETAIL TURNOVER 


Percentage change 1m frend estimalrs 


$ million February 19% 
Grocers, confectioners, tobacconists 1,985 { 4 
Hotels, Equor stores licensed chubs S62 7 7 
Department and genera! stores 7 0.0 3 
QOothire and fabrics stores 4l6 12 55 
(Mher incdusines 2495 na 3 
Ail industries 636 0.2 5 


Examination of ‘foed’ and ‘non food retail’ industry groups reveals that 
the food group has averaged 0.7 per cent growth over the three months 
to February compared with 0.3 per cent over the same period for the 
non food group. Annual growth rates (February 1991 over February 
1990) show 7.2 per cent and 1.3 per cent respectively. However the non 
food group appears to be recovering from a period of decline evident 
from about August 1990. 


With the exception of Western Australia all States are now showing 
increases in the trend estimates of turnover. Tasmania and the 
Australian Capital Territory are showing moderate growth. The grow! 
rate in South Australia has slowed following a short period of strong 
growth. Western Australia continues the slight decline evicent over the 
last few months. 


For further information, order the ynublication Retail Trade, Australia (8501.0), or 
contact Bill Powell on (06) 252 6132 
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Wine improves with time 


After a lengthy decline, trom a peak of 28 3 million litres in December 
1987 to a low of 23.8 million litres in March 1990, the trend estimate lor 
domestic sales of Australian wines by winemakers has improved and 
since August 1990 appears to have stabilised at around 25.3 million 
litres per month 


As usual, original and seasonally adjusted wine sales have exhibited 
considerable variability over the past eight months. In particular, strong 
sales in November and December 19%) have been offset by low sales in 
January 1991. This effect is similar to, but not as marked as, that seen in 
the same period of the previous year 


Over the eight months since July 1990, table wine has experienced 
moderate growth of 2 per cent compared with the same months of the 
previous year. Red table wine has the strongest growth (10%) with a 
rise of 20.5 per cent in sales ot red wine in casks being the most 
significant contributor White wine sales increased marginally by 

0.5 per cent while rose wine sales feli by 6.7 per cent. 


In the same time, bulk fermented sparkling wine sales have declined by 
more than one third, causing an overall decline in the sales of sparkling 
wine of 5.3 per cent Fortified wines sales also decreased (8%) 


DOMESTIC SALES OF AUSTRALIAN WINE BY WINEMAKERS 
‘000 litres 


Wine type Total tai wane 
ine sales trend 
Month Table Fortified Sparkling Other sales estimate 
1990 
July 0,778 3.951 Lay #79 97 07 709 
August 20,247 2,917 1,605 572 7 
September 19 Reb 2380 2424 657 5,327 
October 18,992 2,458 1,116 &u 25.19¢ a 
November 24,261 24 4296 1,03 i70 
December 25.474 2.579 6047 ww) 45,001 5,274 
1991 
January 12341 1,330 1,902 42 15,975 
7t7 5 2.118 4 


February i 9 1,691 20%) lal 


Wine exports for the first seven months of the financial year (which are 
not included in domestic sales figures) are showing exceptional growth 
Figures for this period are 57 per cent higher than for the same period 
last year, and have already reached 79 per cent of the previous record 
year (1988-89). 


Over the three years 1987-88 to 1989-90, the ratio of exports of wine to 
domestic sales has averaged from 12 to 13 per cent. So far this financial 
year the ratio is i7 per cent 

For further information, order the publication Sales of Australian Wine and Brandy 
by Winemakers (8504.0), or contact Robert Johns on (08) 237 7621 


Inquiries 


The ABS supplies a wide range of 
statistical information: 


through its bookshops 


a by mail order (including 
subscription) 
o by facsimile 


1 electronically. 


To order any of the publications that 
appear in Statistics Weekly or to 
inquire about the statistics and 
services available from the ABS, 
contact Information Services at any 
of the offices listed below. An 
Information Consultancy Service in 
each office provides assistance of a 
more extensive or complex nature. 


ABS Central Office 
vo PO BOX 10 
BELCONNEN ACT 2616 


T (06) 252 6627 
FAX (06) 253 1404 


ABS State Offices 


T NSW (02) 268 4611 
Vic. (03) 615 7000 
Qld (07) 222 6351 
WA _ (09) 323 5140 
SA _ (08) 237 7100 
Tas. (002) 20 5800 
NT (089) 81 3456 


Subscriptions 

To subscribe to Statistics Weekly or 
any other ABS printed publication, 
phone the ABS Subscription Service 
toll-free on (008) 020608 or 

(008) 020546, or contact Information 
Services at any of the offices above. 


Suggestions 

Any suggestions for improvement to 
this publication should be addressed 
to 


Robert Nixon 
Edita 

Statistics Weekly 
(06) 252 6104 


All the week’s releases: 
10 to 16 April 


General 
Information Paper: ASCO — Australian Standard Classification of 
Occupations, 1990 (Information Paper revised April 1991) (1221.0; free) 


Statistics Weekly, 11 April 1991 (1318.0; $4.00) 
Time Series Service — Manual, December Qtr 1990 (Available on 
magnetic tape and microfiche only) (1336.0; free) 
Demography 
Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Aust., November 1990 (3401.0; Se 00) 
Estimated Resident Population in Statistical Local Areas, WA, June 1990 
Preliminary (3204.5; $10.00) 
National accounts, finance and foreign trade 
Personal Finance, Aust., January 1991 (5642.0; $5.50) 
Commercial Finance, Aust, January 1991 (5643.0; $5.50) 
Labour statistics and prices 
The Labour Force, Aust., March 1991, Preliminary (6202.0; $10.00) 


The Labour Force, Aust. Preliminary Data on Floppy Disk, March 


1991 (6271.0; $65.00) 


Average Weekly Earnings, States and Aust., November 1990 
(6302.0; $10.00) 


Award Rates of Pay Indexes, Aust., February 1991 (6312.0; $10 00) 
Agriculture 

Livestock Products, Aust., February 1991 (7215.0; $7.00) 

Fruit, Qld, 1989-90 (7322.3; $12.00) 

Agricultural Land Use and Selected Inputs, SA, 1989-90 (7411.4; $15.00) 
Secondary industry and distribution 


Manufacturing Production, Aust, Household Appliances and Electrical 
Equipment, January 1991 (8357.0; $6.50) 


Manufacturing Production, Aust, Food, Drink, Tobacco Stock and 
Poultry Food, January 1991 (8359.0; $10.00) 


Manufacturing Production, Aust., Building Materials and Fittings 
January 1991 (8361.0; $6.50) 


Manufacturing Production, Aust, Plastics, Rubber, Paints, Detergents and 
Industrial Chemicals, January 1991 (8362.0; $6.50) 


Manufacturing Production, Aust, Metal Products, January 1991 
(8367.0; $5.50) 


Retail Trade, Aust., February 1991 (8501.0; $10.00) 
Building Activity, Aust., December Qtr 1990 (R752 0: $13.50) 


Engineering Construction Survey, Aust., December Qtr 1990) 
(8762.0; $10.00) 


Production Statistics, NSW, January 1991 (8304.1; $7.50) 


Dwelling Unit Commencements Reported by Approving Authorities 
NSW, January 1991 (8741.1; $10.00) 


Building Activity, NSW, December Qtr 1990 (8752.1; $10.00) 


Dwelling Unit Commencements Reported by Appreving Authorities, QI 
January 1991 (8741.3; $10.00) 


Building Activity, Qld, December Qtr 1990 (8752.3; $10.00) 


Dwelling Unit Commencements Reported by Approving Authorities, SA 
December Qtr 1990 (8741.4; $10.00) 


Dwelling Unit Commencements Reported by Approving Authorities 
Tas., January 1991 (8741.6; $3.50 


UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
Seasonally adjusted 
March 1991 
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Calendar of key releases 


Expected releases over the fortnight to 30 April 1991 


Housing Finance for Owner Occupation, Australia, 
February 1991 (5609.0; $10.00) 


Export Price Index, Australia, February 1991 (6405.0; $7.50) 


(23) Price Index of Materials Used in Building Other Than House 
0; $10.00) 


Building, Eight Capital Cities, February 1991 (6407 


Price Index of Materials Used in House Building, Six State 


Capital Cities and Canberra, February 1991 (6408.0; $7.50) 


\26 Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manutacturing Industry, 


Australia, February 1991 (6412.0; $10.00) 


Manufacturing Production Australia, February 1991, 
Preliminary, (8301.0; $10.00) 


Registrations of New Motor Vehicles, Australia, March 1991, 


Preliminary, (9301 0; $10.00) 


(G0) Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing Industries, 


Australia, February 1991 (6411.0; $10.00) 


The latest ... 


Changes to key State indicators — consolidated to 


16 April 1991 


NSW Vic Qld SA WA las NT 


Percentage Change from same peniod previous year 
New capital expenditure 


(Sept. qtr 90)" =-09 -109 54 "2 -179 372 na 
Retail turnover (Feb. 91) 

(tre te M4 24 46 RR 22 63 na 
New 3 vehicle 

reg ons (Feb. 91)t -44 25.6 15.2 706 189 243 44.8 
Number of dwelling unit 

approvals (Feb. 91) 78 21.1 1.6 74 17.7 90 K 
Value of total building work 

done (Dec. gtr 90) 25 -1i3 23.0 96 235 247 114 
Employed persons 

March 91)° o4 49 15 1 18 03 5 
Capital aty consumer 

price index (Dec, git 9) 64 74 62 78 74 61 7 
Average Weekly eamings (full 

time adult ordinary time) 

(November 90) 68 7.1 99 a3 79 66 98 

slation Gept, 90) 1.1 14 24 | 23 11 9 

Room nights in boensed 

hotels and motels, etc 

(Sept. qtr 90) 32 0.1 65 16 08 235 74 


* Seasonally adjusted except for NT and ACT 
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+ Seasonally adjusted except for Tas. NT and At 1 


The latest ... 


Key national in 


National production 
Gross domestic product current prices $m 


1984-85 prices 
ft 


Industrial activity 
New capital expenditure current prices $m 
1984-85 prices 
Expected new capital 
eapendiure 
Re tail tumover current prees 
1984-85 prices 


New motor vehicle registraiions no. 
pwelliny unit approv als 
Value of all building approvals Sm 


Value of total building work done 
current pnices 
)Q84-85 prices 
Manufacturers’ sales — current prices 
1984-85 prices 
Expected manufacturers’ sales 


Labour 
Employed persons ‘000 
Unemployment rate T % 
Participation rate T 
Job vacancies ‘000 


Average weekly overtime 


per employee hours 
Prices, profits and wages 

Consumer price index 1980-81 = 100.0 
Price index of matenals used in 

manufacturing indusines }984—85 = 100.0 
Price index of articles produced 

by manufactunng industry 1988-89 = 100.0 
Company profits before income tax $m 
Average weekly eamings 

(Full-time adults; ordinary ume) s 


Interest rates (b) (monthly average) 
90-day bank bills 7 % per annum 
10-> ~ar Treasury bonds t 

Balance of payments 
Exports of merchandise $m 

Imports of merchandise 

Halance on merchandise trade (¢) 

Balance of goods and services (c 

Balance on current account (c 

Terns of trade (d) 


Foreign investment 
Net foreign debt Sm 
Net foreign habilities 


Exchang: rates (monthly average? 
$US per SA 


Trade weighted index May 1970 =100.0 
Other indicators 

Population (resident at end of qtr million 

Overseas visitor arrivals Ono 


The ABS should be acknowledges 45 the sou 


Recommended retail price: $4.00 


Source Reserve 
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dicators ~ consolidated to 16 April 1991 


Period 


Dec gtr 90 


Dec, gtr 90 
Three months 
to Dec. 90 
February 91 
Dec. gir 90 
February 91 
February 91 
Dec. qtr 90 
Dee. gir 90 
Six months to 
June 91 


March 91 


November 90 


Dec. qtr 90 
January 91 


January 91 
Dee. qtr 90 


November 90 


February 91 


February 91 


Dec. gtr 90 


30 Dec. 90 


February 91 


Sep. 90 
October 90 


th Government Printer, Canberrs 


Origi 


101. 


8, 
6, 


Latest figure available 


nal 
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311 


365 


L648 
39,405 
9 860 
1.915 
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318 
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7,146.5 


9.6 
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Percentage change (a) on 
Seasonally Previous Corresponding 
adjusted period perund last year 
95.24 i +4 
64 725 6 
6.612 32 106 
§ 76 2 
na ha > 
750) 1 ‘ 
id 6? , 
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221s 32.6 ‘ 
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63.2 04 i] 
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na 2 5 
na 0.20 440 
na 0.05 5 
4,452 18 6 
4.274 16 46 
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